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HISTORIC AMERICAN BUILDINGS SURVEY 

TOWN OF MARSEILLES HABS No. IL-317 

LOCATION m^ 

Marseilles is located in the Illinois River Valley, nearly equidistant from   **"*-' 
Chicago and Peoria. The town is bounded on the south by the Illinois River  $0"H^f?S 
and on the north by Bluff Street; in the east section of town land is I— 
predominantly occupied by farms, on the west sporadic residential developments 
continue along Colorado Street to Scott Street and beyond. Main Street, the 
major north/south thoroughfare perpendicular to the Illinois and Michigan 
Canal, lies between the canal and river, at the core of the downtown 
commercial district. 

Marseilles is naturally defined on the south by the Illinois River, to the 
north of which sandstone cliffs form a dramatic bluff.  A three-mile long 
series of rapids highlights the river's path through the ridges of sand, 
gravel, and clay that form the Marseilles Moraine.  The valley formed within 
the perimeter of the bluffs prompted the town to develop in an elongated form 
that runs about two miles along the Illinois and Michigan Canal. 

SETTLEMENT 

The first white settler to Marseilles is believed to have been Pennsylvanian 
James Galloway who arrived in 1824» bringing his family two years later.  His 
son, George (1828-89), was the first white child born in LaSalle County,  In 
1831 William Richey erected the first cabin on the west bank of Gum Creek 
(formerly Richey's Creek) near LaSalle Street and Morris Road.  Constructed of 
hewn logs with a upper loft for sleeping or storage, the cabin evolved into 
the Buckhorn Tavern because of the many travelers along Morris Road.  (The 
cabin was demolished in 1976.) 

Marseilles was founded by Lovell Kimball, who arrived from Watertown, New 
York, in 1833»  He quickly realized Marseilles' potential and purchased most 
of the land north of the Illinois River.  The town was named after Marseilles, 
France, which Kimball believed was a great manufacturing center, a goal he 
envisioned for his American counterpart.  He had the town platted in June 1835 
and named its streets after historic figures and themes, such as Archimedes 
and Mohican.  (When the town was resurveyed in 1865, the names were changed to 
those in current use.)  Kimball also served as Marseilles' first postmaster. 
His dream that Marseilles become a pivotal industrial and commercial center 
was shortlived, however, dashed by the Panic of 1837 and subsequent halt to 
canal construction. 

The Marseilles Manufacturing Company (unrelated to the later company of the 
same name), founded by Gordon S. Hubbard, an original Canal Commissioner, as 
well as Dr. Robert P. Woodworth, James H. Woodworth, Lovell Kimball and 
Augustus Butterfield, was the first serious attempt at industrialization.  The 
company hoped to attract immigrant workers to the area, perhaps in the wake of 
those who had come to work on the canal.  A dam, sawmill and gristmill were 
erected, but a fire in 1842 destroyed part of the complex.  After the 



TOWN OF 
MAESEILI 
HABS No. 
IL-317 
(pg. 2) 



insurance company refused to reimburse the company for the loss, it quickly 
went bankrupt. T0™ 0F 

* MARSEILLES 

Although Kimball planned that commercial development should center around the  HA^S Wo. 
public square at Grant and Broadway Streets and the blocks north of the river, *L-317 
most growth occurred along Chicago Street on the upper east side of VPS- ■?/ 
Marseilles, between Lincoln Street and the bluff. After 1845 the town's "East 
End" was settled by Irish canal laborers near Locks 9 and 10. 

With completion of the canal in 1848 and the Rock Island Railroad in 1853, 
Chicago Street and the east end of town were ripe for commercial development. 
In addition to the original railroad station, frame buildings housed harness 
and blacksmith shops, grocery stores and two saloons, as well as the first 
post office and boarding houses for canal and rail workers.  In 1867 all the 
frame structures on Chicago Street were razed and replaced in brick, 

Roderick Clark spearheaded the development of Main Street as Marseilles's new 
commercial core.  Soon after his arrival in 1857, Clark purchased nearly all 
land west of Main Street and along the track to the east. He gave the Rock 
Island line fifteen acres near Main Street for the site of a new depot, as 
well as an option to purchase additional property for a freight yard.  (The 
previous owner, Dr. Daniel Ward, had irritated railroad officials with demands 
for free lifetime rail passes on the Rock Island and connecting lines in 
exchange for the same land—thus Clark's cooperative and entrepreneurial offer 
was timely.) With the new railway station just east of Main Street, merchants 
quickly moved to the "Clarktown" business center; the pre-eminence of the East 
End was soon lost and the area became known as "Old Town." 

Roderick Clark constructed a dam above the rapids to contain the water used to 
feed the millraces excavated at the foot of Main Street. With the capacity to 
generate this saleable energy, manufacturers were attracted to the region; the 
west end quickly outpaced development elsewhere in Marseilles. 

The second Marseilles Manufacturing Company, which produced farm machinery, 
was the town's first large-scale industry of its type.  Founded by Augustus 
Adams and Sons in 1867, the company was sold to John Deere in 1912. The Pitts 
Agricultural Works, established on the north side of Commercial Street in 
1871, produced threshing machinery.  In 1885 Abel and Joshua Moore built a 
plant along the river that produced nails and small ironworks.  The Marseilles 
Match Factory (1892), located in the southwest part of town, gained notoriety 
because it was surrounded by company-built housing. The name "Matchtown" 
remained even after the factory was purchased and closed by Diamond Match 
Company; shortly after passing into the hands of the Hubbard Furniture 
Factory, the building burned. 

Coal mines and paper mills dominated Marseilles' industry.  The first coal 
mine was sunk by Richard Hughes in 1849 near Richey's Ravine.  This 28-inch 
vein soon provided 150 tons of coal a day and employed eighty men.  Crescent 
Paper Company, later an owner of the mine, and Howe and Davidson, another 



paper maker, were served by this coal.  National Biscuit Company owned the 
mine from 1924 to 1928, which closed in the late 1930s.  Three paper mills    T0™ 0F 
also operated in Marseilles in the late 1860s, as did Osian Stickle's cigar   MARSEILLE 
factory.  In 1867 Brown and Norton Paper Company erected a 1,000-foot-long dam HABS No. 
across the Illinois River, which generated needed industrial energy,  J.B.     IL-317 
Black established a paper mill the same year.  During the 1890s, Crescent     (pg« 4) 
Paper Company and Marseilles Wrapping Paper Company, producers of egg cases, 
folding cartons, and wrapping paper, were important regional industries. 

Like Marseilles' divided commercial sector, schools were constructed both in 
the east and west ends of town.  The first school operated after 1835 and was 
housed in a log cabin in the East End.  About 1849 a frame building was 
erected on Lincoln Street; it later expanded from one to four rooms and was 
used until 1866.  In 1865 a four-room frame structure—called the East End 
School—was erected at a cost of $6,000, one of the first benefits of new 
state laws permitting the use of taxes for education. 

The first school in the west end of Marseilles was a private facility headed 
by Jessie Carson (Mrs. Charles Hobart), who taught about a dozen children 
during 1864-65.  The "Clark Town" school district was established in 1865, 
directed by Roderick Clark, Al Lowery, Moses Weaver and Isaac Ryall and, in 
the same year, erected a schoolhouse that housed sixteen pupils. A larger, 
much-needed brick facility was built a year later; within three years a hall 
was added to accommodate advanced students.  Bluff School, a two-story high 
school, was constructed in 1873-75 (and connected to the earlier building). A 
primary school operated about 1886 on Clark Street in a building now used as a 
residence. 

Mary Ann Pickett, widow of a Civil War veteran, purchased Block 10 of the Gum 
and Harrington Addition for $100 with the understanding she would found a 
girl's seminary here.  Erected in 1868, the two-story building was "commodious 
in size, consisting of assembly and recitation rooms, parlors for social 
events and sleeping rooms.  A brick wall leading to the garden was bordered by 
pine trees" (Marseilles Sesquicentennial, p. 49).  The seminary failed because 
few residents could afford the price of finishing school, and the building was 
subsequently used by Mary Montgomery as a day school. This enterprise, too, 
was short-lived, and by late century the structure had been dismantled. 

All major religious denominations in Marseilles were established during the 
1860s, but no religious structures remain from the nineteenth century.  The 
first church.was organized by the Universalists, who arrived from New England 
and New York state in 1859-  Their original church was near the creek at the 
east end of town, later moved to the north side of Bluff Street near Pine 
Street.  In 1902 a Gothic Revival-style building called the Church of the Good 
Shepherd was erected on the same site.  Declining and dissipating membership 
in the mid-twentieth century necessitated that the building be sold to the 
Church of the Nazarene; it was later demolished. 

The First Congregational Church was organized in September 1860 with twelve 



members, and represents the oldest extant congregation in Marseilles.  The    wnrnt  m? 
earliest gatherings were conducted in the public schoolhouse until a white    WAPqwTTTTi" 
frame church at Bluff and Rose Streets was built in 1867.  A brick church with HABS No 
Asymmetrical tower was erected on the site in 1913, remodeled in I960 with the 
addition of a chapel.  In 1965 the congregation voted to merge with the       /   ,-\ 
Evangelical and Reformed Church, although the First Congregational Church name 
was retained. 

In 1862 St. Joseph's parish was established as a mission of St. Patrick's 
Catholic Church of Ottawa; it was later attached to parishes in Morris and 
Seneca, remaining a satellite until 1906.  The current 1950 building is a 
replacement for an early twentieth-century structure destroyed by fire. 

In 1862 the Rev. H. Fruechtenicht also began his mission work among 
German-Lutheran immigrants, forming the Trinity Lutheran Church.  Services 
were held in a building at Washington and Liberty Streets purchased from the 
Methodists in 1892.  A fire destroyed the building in 1961.  In May 1892 the 
German Lutheran Church was founded by the Rev. Jacob Jacobson.  Its service 
was conducted in Norwegian (English was later added) until 1930.  In 1901 the 
congregation changed its name from the Scandinavian Lutheran to the Immanuel 
Lutheran Church; it is now housed in a contemporary building.  The First 
Baptist and Methodist Churches were also established in the nineteenth century 
but are located in new buildings. 

The first post office in the west end of town was erected surreptitiously 
(called the Clubhouse, so as not to anger residents of Old Town) in 1868 at 
Roath and Washington Streets; this building was occupied until 1893* After 
more than forty years of operating from temporary quarters, the post office 
was ensconced in a Neoclassical brick building at 100 Washington Street in 
1937. 

As the twentieth century approached, cultural and civic elements of Marseilles 
became institutionalized.  In 1891 school directors rented the Montgomery 
School at Chicago and Lincoln Streets to house the primary grades.  The next 
year the structure became vastly overcrowded and the Bakery Building at 
Chicago and Bluff Streets was rented to accommodate the overflow.  Rivalries 
between east and west Marseilles prevented the establishment of a shared 
school district until 1893.  The construction of Central High School was 
approved the next year, funded by the issuance of bonds. Currently called 
McKinley School, the two-story brick building could accommodate 250 students, 
grades one through twelve; a two-room addition was made in 1901.  In 1919 
construction of a new high school was approved, now called the McKinley 
Annex. Together the buildings form the McKinley Attendance Center, an 
elementary school. 

A fire destroyed the original East End School in 1898.  The two-story, 
hip-roofed Lincoln School was erected the same year, and operated until 1919 
when it, too, burned.  A brick replacement was erected on the site by 
contractor John Poole; this facility housed grades one through five until it 



closed in 1985•  In 1936 Marseilles High School moved to a new building on 
Chicago Street, which was enlarged in 1955 to include the junior high.        TOWN OF 

MARSEILLE 
After the turn of the century the city of Marseilles received new public      HABS Ho. 
buildings as well as an important transportation line, further enhancing and   IL-317 
defining the community.  The Marseilles Public Library was built in 1905 * \VB>   6) 
assisted by a $10,000 donation from Andrew Carnegie. An addition was given 
this Renaissance Revival structure on East Bluff Street in 1939- The Ottawa, 
Marseilles and Morris River interurban line, later known as the Illinois 
Valley Railway Company, operated from 1904 until 1934. 



TABLE 1-1 

MARSEILLES POPULATION STATISTICS 

1870 758 

1880 1882 

1890 2210 

1900 2559 

1910 3291 

1920 3391 

1930 4292 

1940 4455 

TABLE 1-2 

MARSEILLES COMMERCIAL DEVELOPMENT 

1876-77  1888     1915     1925 1950 

TOWN  OF 
MARSEILLES 
HABS No. 
IL-317 
(Pg.   7) 

1960 

Agricultural 
Implements 1 6 

Barbers 1 2 3 2 3 

Blacksmiths 1 6 2 2 

Bakers 1 . 2 1 1 1 

Boots &  Shoes 4 3 2 2 1 1 

Dry Goods 3 5 4 5 2 2 

Clothing 2 2 3 2 2 3 

Grocers 4 7 10 7 7 5 

Theaters 1 1 1 

Saloon 3 

Contractors 
(painting, ca 
cement, plast 

cpentry, 
3ring) 

1 1 1 1 

Marseilles  - 6 



COMMERCIAL ARCHITECTURE 
  TOWN OF 

Few commercial buildings dating from before the 1890s remain in Marseilles.   MARSEILL1 
The Brick Block (Chicago and Washington Streets) is the only commercial       HABS No. 
building in Marseilles that dates from the mid-nineteenth century.  This      IL-317 
two-story brick structure with five storefronts was constructed in 1867 from   VP&» °) 
bricks made locally by the Coffen family.  It is currently being demolished. 
The building at 128 Lincoln Street was constructed in 1881, housing a paint 
shop in 1889 and the city hall and jail from 1904 to 1964. Although its first 
floor has been extensively altered, the structure retains a stepped parapet 
with decorative brick panels, and four-over-four-light double-hung sash 
windows with brick hoodmolds.  The frame building at 473 Main Street is 
another of the oldest remaining structures in downtown Marseilles.  It was 
built before 1889* when it served as a millinery and residence; Broadbeck and 
Clouser Dry Goods and Notions occupied the structure from 1907 or before 
through the 1920s.  It has been altered by the application of stucco, but the 
recessed central entrance with flanking display windows and clerestory is 
intact; the structure is one of the few in Marseilles to retain its 
storefront. 

In 1893* a fire, which started in Henry Buszow's bakery and restaurant, 
ravaged Marseilles' commercial district, destroying eight businesses on the 
west side of Main Street between Washington and Clark streets.  As a result, 
the majority of Marseilles' commercial structures date from the turn of the 
century and are constructed in brick.  Most are modest one- or two-story 
buildings with simple ornamentation, that in some cases have been simplified 
even more by later alterations.  Of note is the brick building at the 
southwest corner of Main and Clark Streets. This brick structure, erected 
after the 1893 fire, housed a hardware store in 1897; from 1907 to 1913 a 
clothing store was located here.  Feneglio's Electric Appliance Store has 
operated from the building since 1947*  It features a corbel-trimmed roofline 
and large, double-hung sash with stone lintels and lug sills. 

The Shelton Block dominates the southern end of Main Street in Marseilles' 
downtown.  It was constructed c. 1900 and has housed a variety of businesses. 
The building features a simple cornice and double-hung sash with segmental 
brick lintels.  The large, brick Timmons House (Young Street, west of Main, 
north side) features segmentally arched windows with brick hoodmolds and 
concrete lug sills. It was constructed c. 1905 as a boarding house and 
commercial structure. 

Thompson's Hotel was constructed in 1917 and featured nine rooms, a cafe, and 
barbershop; a third floor with thirteen more rooms was added about 1920. 
Still serving its original function, the building features a cast-iron 
cornice, paired windows with one-over-one-light, double-hung sash, and a tiled 
entrance with flanking display windows.  As the twentieth century progressed, 
commercial architecture in Marseilles became even more modest and unassuming. 
The Pedroni Building (303 Main Street), one of the best preserved of such 
structures, features a flat, denticulated pediment and large panel of 



mousetoothed brickwork.  Its awning-protected central entrance is flanked by moww OF 
large display windows.  The building was constructed c. 1925 to house a shoe MARSEILLE* 
store. Other well-preserved examples from this period include 329-31 and 485 uABg w0 
Main Street. IL-^17 

The Mars Theatre at 500 Main Street was constructed for A.R. Workman in 1936 
as a replacement for earlier brick and frame commercial buildings. This 
modest example of art deco architecture features a stepped pediment and 
prominent marquee.  The H and H Service Station (Bluff Street) is perhaps 
Marseilles' most architecturally significant commercial building constructed 
in the twentieth century.  Constructed in 1930 for the partnership of Hench 
and Harrington, it represents the garage-with-bays type of gasoline station. 
The building also displays some historical influence in its large, 
Monticello-like, central dome and flanking dome-capped pilasters.  It marks 
the increasing impact of the automobile upon the town's development, as does 
Maier's Chevrolet Garage (Young Street west of Main).  The latter is a 
well-preserved automobile showroom that dates from c. 1920.  The building is 
distinguished by its stepped pediment and large display windows.  The little 
construction to occur in Marseilles since the Second World War has been 
intrusive in character. 

METHODOLOGY 

Planning 

The commercial core of Marseilles was selected for this survey.  The survey 
area was predominantly composed of the east and west sides of the Main Street 
spine, between Chicago Street/Route 6 to the north and Commercial and Broadway 
streets to the south.  The north and south sides of the first block of Young 
Street, west of Main Street, were also surveyed.  East of Main Street, the 
north side of the first two blocks of Washington Street and both sides of the 
first block of Lincoln Street were surveyed. 

Research 

The local history collection of the Marseilles Public Library was useful, 
although the newspaper clippings file was not indexed and time did not permit 
the use of this source.  The Marseilles Sesquicentennial book was invaluable. 
John Armstrong, a lifelong Marseilles resident and local historian, was also 
indispensable.  He maintains a newspaper clipping file and a collection of 
historic photographs. 

Sanborn Fire Insurance Maps, obtained from the Library of Congress, were 
available for the years 1889, 1898, 1907, 1913, and 1929*  They indicated not 
only the presence of buildings on a given lot, but also the size, stories, and 
construction materials. 



FieIdwork 
TOW OF 

Two surveyors were assigned to this survey and they proceeded according to the ^p^™ 
general methodology, outlined above.  The survey area contained 56 commercial TT SI7 
buildings.  Finally, the structures were evaluated and categorized using the 7    M 

system explained in the general methodology section above. ^Pg*   ' 
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